
 
Hello Mathematics Educators, 
 
 I hope your  new school year is off to a 
great start. This is such an exciting time of the 
year as we get to meet new students, set new 
goals, and share our love for mathematics. I am 
thrilled to offer several congratulations in this 
newsletter as we recognize the accomplishments 
of many educators and students. Please take 
time to read each section carefully and join me in 
congratulating these successes.  
 Improvement in mathematics education ultimately depends on 

teachers. With clear expectations and well-crafted standards to emphasize 

a focus, teachers can open the door to mathematical understandings. As 

math educators it is our job to build pathways to college and career 

readiness for all students. There is power within a community of educators. 

Simply sharing knowledge and discussing what works in the classroom 

breeds success and gives us hope to accomplish our task. With that in 

mind, I want to personally invite all math educators in our state to attend the 

SCCTM Annual Math Conference on November 12 and 13 in Greenville, 

South Carolina at the TD Convention center. Hope to see you there!  

Christi Fricks 
SCCTM President 
christifricks@anderson5.net  
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SCCTM Educator's Scholarship 
Leigh Haltiwanger, VP-Post Secondary & Committee Chair 

This scholarship provides financial assistance of $1500 to a teacher 
pursuing an advanced degree in mathematics, mathematics 
education, or elementary education with an emphasis in mathematics. 
Eligibility requirements and an application form may be found on the 
SCCTM websites at www.scctm.org and www.scctmprogram.org. 

 

Please submit articles 

to the  

MathMate!  

The MathMate 

Just follow the link for News, Reviews & Links at 
http://www.scctmprogram.org/ to see the latest issues 
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http://www.southcarolinaarts.com/ 

Check for more  

scholarship and grant 

opportunities on our 

http://www.scctm.org
http://www.scctmprogram.org
http://www.scctmprogram.org/NewsReviews.html
http://www.scctmprogram.org/
http://www.southcarolinaarts.com/
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2015 -16 
SCCTM 

 Gold Sponsor  

2015 Fall Conference 
November 12-13 in Greenville, South Carolina 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SCCTM awards up to three teacher grants per year. Each grant can be 
up to $1500. Please checkout our website to find more information 
about applying for the grant. The grant applications are due in April.  

Congratulations  
to the  

 SCCTM 2015 Grant Winners 

 

      Alisa Hobgood    

The Notebook    

$1333.84  

 

     Kaiford Collins    

Making Math Matter First  

$1496.39  

 

Sponsorships still 

available 

for 2015 - 2016. 

Contact Lane Peeler for 

information.  
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SCCTM 2015  Election  

The South Carolina Council of Teachers of Mathematics holds elections each year. A President
-Elect is elected every year with the winner holding an office for three years. During the first 
year this candidate serves as President-Elect, in the second year of office as President, and 
during the third year as Past President and Conference Chair. The Secretary, Vice Presidents 
and NCTM Representative are elected for two year terms and may run for a second term, 
serving a maximum of four consecutive years. This year, our members select a President-Elect,  
Vice President of Middle, Vice President of Post Secondary, and Vice President at Large. 

www.scctm.org  

Link for voting can be found on the home page of our website soon.  

Vote for  

President - Elect  

Vice President Middle  

Vice President Post Secondary  

Vice President at Large  

2015 -16 
SCCTM 

Platinum  
Sponsor  
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Candidates for the office of  

 President - Elect  

Morando Lewis 
Relevant Employment History to include but not limited to position
(s), responsibilities, courses taught, etc.:  Math Teacher Eau Claire High 
School, Girls Basketball, Volleyball and baseball coach, Algebra I, Geom-
etry, Algebra II, Probability and Statistics, International Baccalaureate 
Math Studies and AB and BC Calculus,.   

Educational Background: 
South Carolina State University, The Citadel, Converse College, UCLA, 
and University of Washington 

Professional Organization(s) Membership: 
SCCTM, Vice President, NCCTM, Board member for South Carolina Basketball Association 

Explain why you want this position. 
Since elementary school, I have had a passion for mathematics.  When I completed my certifica-
tion, I realized that I wanted students to understand that they could understand mathematics.  In 
order for an educator to be effective in the classroom, he/she must be able to identify essential 
learning, set clear goals and objectives, create performance-based assessments to accurately 
measure student learning, and then develop lessons that foster student engagement toward 
achieving learning targets.  High standards for learning must be expected and communicated to all 
students.  Educators need to embrace the idea that the concepts and skills we deem essential re-
quire adequate instructional hours for students to successfully reach the expected learning.  
Teachers, administrators, parents, and the community must share the belief all students can learn 
mathematics and hold students accountable for hard work.  Equally, educators must belief that by 
continuously improving their knowledge it will result in a meaningful and lasting educational experi-
ence for all. 
I believe that I can help support educators in this goal and make a difference in the Midlands, and 
the state area by keeping teachers informed about the essential information in mathematics on a 
local and national level.   
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Debra Lynn Geddings Ph.D  
 
Dr. Debra Geddings is a Clinical Associate Professor in the 
Department of Mathematics at the University of South Carolina. She 
specializes in mathematics content courses for early childhood, 
elementary, and middle level education majors. Her interests include 
the use of technology in the classroom as a means to enhance the teaching and learning of 
mathematics, the impact of professional development programs on teacher practices and the use 
of inquiry-based instruction on student understanding. She currently works with local schools to 
develop communication between pre-service teachers and elementary students through the use of 
math buddy/pen pal journals. Dr. Geddings helps facilitate and participates in a Math Teacherôs 
Circle for middle level mathematics teachers.  
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Candidates for the office of VP at Large  

Sharon OôKelley 
 

 
Sharon is an assistant professor of mathematics education at Francis Marion 
University where she teaches math content courses for early childhood and 
elementary preservice teachers as well as serves as the Program Coordinator 
for the Secondary Mathematics Program. In addition, she teaches courses in 
calculus, geometry, and statistics. Before arriving at Francis Marion in 2011, 
Sharon taught high school math for 11 years in Tacoma, Washington. 
  
A native of Walhalla, South Carolina, Sharon received her undergraduate 
degree from Erskine College, a Masters in Mathematics Education from Montana State 
University, and a doctorate in mathematics education from the University of Georgia. She is a 
member of SCCTM, NCTM, and the Association of Mathematics Teacher Educators. She has 
done presentations at state, regional and national conferences on topics in mathematics 
communication and building connections across mathematical topics. Sharon is an avid 
walker, enjoys playing the guitar, and traveling. 

 
 
 

Alisa Hobgood 
 
Alisa has been teaching math in the Pee Dee region for 19 years. She 
earned degrees from Francis Marion University and Lesley University. 
She is National Board Certified and currently teaches Precalculus at West 
Florence High School. 
  
Alisa is a member of PSTA, SCCTM, and NCCTM and has presented at two SCCTM 
conferences. She is a consultant for the South Carolina Course Alignment Project. She was 
chosen as the 2012-2013 Florence School District 1 teacher of the year.  


